
About UNSW Press  

UNSW Press is one of Australia’s leading publishers of 
non-fiction. We publish around 70 books a year under 
the UNSW Press, New South and CHOICE Books 
imprints. Our diverse list includes books on Austra-
lian politics and current affairs, history, popu-
lar science, arts and culture and biography. We 
are currently expanding our list in the areas of 
corporate and client publishing.

UNSW Press is the largest university 
press in Australia. The company employs a 
team of publishers, project and managing 
editors, and design and production profes-
sionals. We operate the UNSW Bookshop 
servicing 35,000 students and staff, and are 
the only university press in Australia to have 
a dedicated sales, marketing and distribu-
tion operation.

NewSouth Books employs a team of sales 
personnel Australia-wide, representing over 40  
national and international publishers. We  
believe we are uniquely placed in the Australian 
book publishing industry to market and sell our  
titles across the range of outlets from major trade 
book chains to specialist independent bookstores; 
as well as reach the academic and professional mar-
kets where we have an established reputation. 

UNSW Press titles have won many awards over our 
40-plus years of operation — a testament to our consis-
tently high editorial and production values. These include the 
prestigious Premier’s Literary and History Awards, the Ernest 
Scott Prize, Book Design awards, Whitley Prizes, National Book 
Council awards, the Cultural Criticism Prize, Eureka Science Book and 
National Biography Awards.
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Emeritus Professor GREG DENING 

is a world-renowned scholar in 

his chosen f ield of research and 

writing: the encounter between 

indigenous and settler societies. 

From his f irst seminal book, 

Islands and Beaches (1980), to his 

most recent, Beach Crossings (2004), 

he has had a global reputation 

in cross-cultural and cross-

disciplinary scholarly writing. 

All his books are in the great 

libraries of the world and are 

featured in postgraduate studies 

across the USA, the UK and 

Europe. Mr Bligh’s Bad Language 

(1992) was published by the 

History Book of the Month Club. 

Performances (1996) is much used in 

postgraduate courses and The Death 

of William Gooch (1996) is counted 

as a cross-cultural murder mystery 

written in near poetical prose. 

In Church Alive! , Greg Dening turns 

his anthropological, theological, 

historical and philosophical 

education, as well as personal 

experience, to writing the living 

history of three Jesuit parishes on the 

North Shore of Sydney Harbour for 

the years 1956 to 2006. 

This book is an ethnographic history 

of the prophetic imagination among 

ordinary believers in times of great 

religious change. It is a narrative 

about behaviour, symbols, rituals, 

sacred spaces, sacred times, that tells 

of the cultural system within them. 

The broader context of post-Vatican 

II Catholicism and a religion that 

led the community to this point in 

time is the backdrop. The history is 

a living one in the sense that it taps 

both the way the past suffuses the 

present intellectually, spiritually, 

emotionally and culturally, and 

describes the actual experiences of 

many – rather than the rhetorical 

expressions of institutions. 

Dening’s creativity is expressed in 

the imaginative structuring of his 

books. Church Alive! is no exception. 

The author weaves the ‘word 

pictures’ that parishioners write 

for him of their actual religious 

experiences and the images that 

photographers and artists make 

for him, and adapts these different 

voices into one intriguing narrative.
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Sutherland Shire Council

A  H I S T O R Y

P a u l  A s h t o n    J e n n i f e r  C o r n w a l l    A n n e t t e  S a l t P a u l  A s h t o n    J e n n i f e r  C o r n w a l l    A n n e t t e  S a l t

In 1906, Sutherland Shire was officially proclaimed. 

To commemorate its centenary in 2006, Sutherland 

Shire Council commissioned a history of the Shire.

Designed to be a lasting record of the area’s rich past, 

it provides a link to the very beginnings of Sutherland 

Shire. Documenting the people, places and events 

that have shaped the community through to the 

present day, the book also encompasses the social, 

environmental and cultural aspects of Sutherland 

Shire’s development. 

Sutherland Shire: A History brings the past to life 

through official records and documents, anecdotal 

stories and some never-before-seen photographs.

S u t h e r l a n d  S h i r e :  A  H i s t o r y

P a u l  A s h t o n    J e n n i f e r  C o r n w a l l    A n n e t t e  S a l t
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Publishing your book with  
UNSW Press

UNSW Press develops publishing partnerships with a wide 
variety of institutions, individuals and organisations, where 
we offer our professional services to produce books on their  
behalf.  We seek partners who wish to publish and acquire qual-
ity books for their organisations and share as co-publishers the 
respected UNSW Press imprint.

Previous books for publishing partners have included:

•	 Histories that mark anniversaries of establishments  
•	 Biographies of noted members of organisations
•	 Art books linked to gallery and museum exhibitions
•	 Corporate titles that are marketing oriented
•	 Products such as diaries and calenders

UNSW Press can provide a publishing package suited to cli-
ents’ individual requirements in a thorough consultation pro-
cess. We work to ensure that your book is produced to budget, 
to schedule and at the right print run to reach the market for 
the book and to achieve the publishing objectives for your 
organisation. Our services include:

•	 Experienced project management
•	 Structural editing and specialist copy editing for  

manuscripts
•	 Sourcing the most competitive print quotations for your 

specifications
•	 Design and layout with attention to detail and high  

production values
•	 Sales, marketing and distribution

We work closely with our clients so that they are involved, and 
have the opportunity for input, at every stage of the production 
process. Partnerships can be on the basis of a guaranteed pur-
chase of the print run or a production subsidy. If your organi-
sation is interested in proposing a book for publication, please 
contact the Client Publisher.
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On 18 October 1907 in Sydney, representatives 

from nine surf and surf lifesaving clubs, the 

Royal Life Saving Society and the NSW Amateur 

Swimming Association met to form the Surf 

Bathing Association of NSW. This was the 

forerunner to today’s Surf Life Saving Australia, 

which celebrates its centenary in 2007. During 

the past century the number of clubs has grown 

to more than 300, with  over 100 000 members. 

Between the Flags explains how a handful of 

clubs grew into Australia’s best-known and 

most respected volunteer movement, guarding 

the beaches around the nation’s coastline.

‘Surf lifesaving in Australia has always been 

about much more than rescues from the sea. 

From the beginning, its ethos has been unselfi sh 

community service through teamwork, 

egalitarianism, friendship and disciplined 

training and competition. That ethos and a very 

visible presence on our beaches have combined 

with countless instances of personal courage 

to establish the movement and its clubs as 

emblematic of many of the very best features 

of our people and of our way of life.’

Sir William Deane, National Ambassador, 
2007 The Year of the Surf Lifesaver

Former Governor General of Australia (1996–2001) 
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Between the Flags reveals the 100-year history 

of Surf Life Saving Australia: the nation’s 

best-known and most successful volunteer 

movement. As the foundation for Australia’s 

world-renowned and unique beach culture, 

which embraces millions each summer, the 

surf lifesaving movement – with its 300 plus 

clubs and more than 100 000 members – has 

always given beachgoers a sense of security as 

they enjoy the surf.

 Since their appearance on a handful of 

Sydney beaches in the early 1900s, surf 

lifesavers have become a well-recognised part 

of Australia’s national identity. During the 

past century they have also been at the fore-

front of innovations in rescue and resuscitation 

technology, developed eye-catching forms of 

competition and, sometimes slowly, at other 

times rapidly, adapted to social change.

 The historians who have contributed to 

Between the Flags provide a refreshingly candid 

view of a national icon whose story was in 

danger of being obscured by myths and legends. 

This beautifully illustrated thematic history 

offers an objective view of an organisation 

that now deservedly enjoys iconic status in 

Australia.
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