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LEAD RELEASE

JACK OF ALL TRADES
MISTRESS OF ONE

GRAHAME BOND

Things were never quite the same once Aunty Jack roared onto 

our television screens in the 1970s, threatening to rip our bloody 

arms off. In this funny and moving memoir, Grahame Bond 

celebrates — and at times curses — his most famous creation 

and tells of how he found an ‘imaginary family’ of other brilliant 

writers, actors, musicians and performers along the way.

 is jam-packed with extraordinary characters, 

many of them real — if unknown — Bond relatives, and a good 

number of them Aussie TV icons. We become acquainted 

with Bond’s beloved parents as he grows up an only child in 

Marrickville, meet his sadistic Uncle Jack and his legendary 

boxing grandfather Benny Doyle, before watching him burst 

into the life of a performer via Architecture Revues at Sydney 

University. With digressions into advertising and lifestyle 

television, and blockbuster stage shows like  

and 2JJ’s Nude Radio, Grahame Bond has always been an 

extraordinary entertainer.

9781742233123 _______ November-11, NewSouth, 
234x153mm, 304pp, PB, 32 photo pages
AU$32.95
NZ$39.95 Ë|xHSLHOCy233123z
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WARM HOUSE COOL HOUSE
INSPIRATIONAL DESIGNS FOR LOW-ENERGY HOUSING
(SECOND EDITION)

 
 JAMIE DURIE

We all want to minimise our environmental impact, but we don’t 

always know how. In this new edition of the bestselling 

, respected Australian architect Nick Hollo provides 

valuable advice, illustrated by more than 100 inspiring contemporary 

examples of low-energy housing design, to help keep our homes cool 

in summer and warm in winter with little or no cooling and heating by 

appliances.

The book shows how we can live comfortably without air-conditioning 

in Far North Queensland, be cosy and bushfire-proof in the Australian 

Alps, and cope with temperature fluctuations in cities like Melbourne 

and Adelaide. From project and kit homes to new architect-designed 

houses, renovations and extensions, these low-energy principles can 

easily be incorporated into every home. Whether you are planning to 

renovate, build or buy, this book offers clever ideas on how to make 

any house, anywhere, an environmentally sustainable, comfortable 

and attractive place to live in, all year round, while keeping electricity, 

gas and water bills comfortably low. 

9781742232966 _______ November-11, CHOICE Books, 
280x215mm, 224pp, PB
Illustrated throughout
AU$44.95
NZ$49.95 Ë|xHSLHOCy232966z

SUSTAINABLE HOUSE
(SECOND EDITION)

 

9781920705527_______CHOICE Books, 
October 2010, 288pp, PB , 280x215mm 
AU$45.00
NZ$59.95

Ë|xHSLJMAy705527z

A GREAT COMPANION TITLE:

‘  simplifies the science 

behind low-energy housing design... and 

suggests inspiring and achievable ways to apply 

energy-efficient methods to new and existing 

homes.’ — Jamie Durie
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SHANTI BLOODY SHANTI
AN INDIAN ODYSSEY

Holy Cow

Shantaram

Fleeing his shady Australian past, Aaron Smith travels to India and 

encounters a murder mystery, witnesses the tragic death of a friend, 

dodges terrorist attacks and a revolution and befriends a colourful 

cast of fellow characters fit for a Bollywood flick.

More than just a funny and warm ‘coming of (middle) age’ travel 

adventure  allows the reader to sink into the 

paradox and beauty of India without drowning in sentiment. 

It’s a bit like Sarah Macdonald’s but more dramatic, or 

Gregory David Robert’s but laugh out loud funny.

9781921924118 _______ November-11, Transit Lounge, 
210x135mm, 256pp
AU$25.95
NZ$29.95

Aaron Smith is an ex-punk rocker and one-time policeman 

on the Australian television series Blue Heelers, a theatre 

and script writer, and ex-first world drop out who lived 

in the favelas of Rio di Janeiro. He works as a freelance 

journalist writing for a number of Australian and international 

publications, including most recently 

 and 

. Aaron also appears regularly on ABC Radio 

936 to talk about travel. He is completing a Masters in 

Journalism at the University of Tasmania where he lives with 

his hard-headed no-nonsense Brazilian wife.
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THE BEST AUSTRALIAN
SCIENCE WRITING 2011

 

 
 

 
 
 

From the elemental forces that drive our expanding universe 

to the delicate hairs on the back of your neck, science offers 

talented writers the kind of scope that other subjects simply can’t 

match. Some science writing functions like a front line dispatch, 

describing world-changing research as it happens. Some serves 

and a warning, an alert, or a trigger for hot debate. On other 

occasions, the work can be a different kind of revelation, opening 

our eyes to the world around us — one we thought we knew but 

didn’t.

Great science writing appears in daily newspapers and monthly 

magazines, in professional journals, in books, on websites and in 

blogs. Yet this dynamic genre of Australian writing has never, until 

now, been showcased in an anthology. With a foreword by Nobel 

Prize winner Peter Doherty, 

 will be a landmark book.

9781742233000 _______ November-11, NewSouth, 
234x153mm, 288pp, PB,
AU$29.95
NZ$39.95 Ë|xHSLHOCy233000z

Tim FlanneryClive Hamilton

INCLUDES WRITING BY:

Germaine Greer Anna Funder and many more...
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AUSTRALIA’S WILD WEATHER 
 

 
 
 

 

Marrying photographs from the collection of the National Library 

of Australia with an evocative and contemplative essay by poet 

Mark Tredinnick,  is a lyric field guide to 

Australia’s climate. 

Tredinnick considers what it means to be living at time 

when weather is no longer small talk; it is most of the news. 

Beautifully written, the author contemplates what weather 

means to us and how it affects our daily lives.

 
9780642277237 _______ November-11, National Library of 
Australia, 280x250mm, 124pp, HB, 
Illustrated in colour and b&w
AU$39.95
NZ$49.95 Ë|xHSKGOCy277237z
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IN THE FIRING LINE 
DIARY OF A SEASON 

Ed Cowan, opening left-hand batsman for Tasmania, has always 

been a bit of a scribbler. It started with to-do lists and notes to self, 

but then he started keeping a cricket diary – a ‘batting bible’ with 

thoughts on the game, other players, motivational philosophies and 

records of performances. The diary has become so much a part of 

his routine that he admits to being a little upset if he can’t see it in 

his cricket bag. 

Other cricketers have found the habit a little odd. But for Cowan 

it’s been a way of keeping an uncluttered head and making sense 

of the game. , based on the diary Cowan kept 

while playing his second season for Tasmania over the summer 

of 2010 11, reveals with intelligence and a touch of humour the 

excruciatingly shaky position of the domestic cricket player. It’s 

far from the glamour of playing for Australia and uncomfortably 

close to the long drop to amateurism, yet every match is rife with 

the possibility of being discovered and propelled into international 

stardom in the baggy green.

9781742233154_______ November-11, NewSouth, 210x135mm, 
256pp, PB,
AU$24.95
NZ$29.95

— Ricky Ponting

— Gideon Haigh

— Jim Maxwell (ABC 

)
— Tim Ross (‘Rosso’), comedian and author
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TRANSIT OF VENUS
1631 TO THE PRESENT

The transit of the planet Venus across the disk of the Sun is 

one of the rarest planetary alignments. In fact, only seven of 

these planetary events have occurred since the invention of 

the telescope in 1608.

The next transit of Venus takes place on 6 June 2012. This will 

be the last opportunity for anyone currently living to view the 

transit, which will not take place again for over one hundred 

years. 

Written by the former Curator of Astronomy from the Sydney 

Observatory, Dr Nick Lomb, and published well in advance of 

the next transit of Venus. 

 

9781742232690_______ November-11, New South, 
230x230mm, 232pp, HB 
full colour throughout with 150 illustrations 
AU$49.95 

NZ$59.95
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COME THE REVOLUTION
A MEMOIR

In , journalist Alex Mitchell gives a rollicking 

account of life in newspapers and his radical past as a Trotskyist. 

From the cut-throat era of Sydney tabloids, he graduated to Fleet 

Street as an investigative reporter, taking part in the exposure of 

Soviet double agent Kim Philby.

Giving up his job to become editor of Britain’s Trotskyist daily, he 

entered a world of class struggle politics and national liberation 

movements. With fellow revolutionary Vanessa Redgrave he 

travelled the US and the Middle East, meeting Saddam Hussein, 

Yasser Arafat and Muammar Gaddafi.

 lays bare Mitchell’s life and loves, his past 

and politics, with the flair of a born storyteller unafraid to ask hard 

questions about the world, and himself.

 
9781742233079_______ November-11, NewSouth, 560pp, 
235x155mm, PB, 50 colour and black & white illustrations
AU$39.95
NZ$49.95

 

— Brian Johns AO

 

— Ian Jack,  columnist and former editor 

of 

 
— Matthew Condon, author and journalist

— Carmen Callil

 

— Phillip Knightley AM



SOUTH FROM ALASKA 
SAILING TO AUSTRALIA WITH A BABY FOR CREW

When marine biologists Mike Litzow and his partner Alisa make a 

promise to follow their dream to sail from Alaska to Australia, they 

agree that they won’t leave until their baby is at least one year old. But 

when he is just 9 months, they give up waiting, strap him down and 

weigh anchor.

In his unflinching account of their trip, Mike tells the inspiring story 

of the stress and exhilaration, the fights and sheer claustrophobia of 

family life onboard, and the unrelenting fierceness and beauty of the 

open ocean. Alaska to Australia is the beautifully written, personal and 

searingly frank story of a family afloat in the Pacific.

 
9781742233017_______ November-11, NewSouth, 304pp, 234x153mm, 
PB 
AU$34.95
NZ$44.95

Includes maps of the journey
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Blog of the voyage:  

http://sailboatpelagic.blogspot.com/

Current blog (second voyage):  

http://thelifegalactic.blogspot.com
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AMAZING GRACE
AN ADVENTURE AT SEA

 

SS Georgette

 Lost! A True Tale From The Bush

This is an exciting tale of the courage of 16-year-old 

Grace Bussell, an ordinary teenage girl who is thrust into 

an extraordinary situation when a steamship runs aground 

near her home on the south-west coast of Australia in 

1876.

Using eyewitness accounts and other historical 

documents of the time, the author brings this compelling 

true story alive. On the night that the  leaves 

Fremantle, the ship starts taking on water. With the water 

rising, the situation becomes desperate and some of the 

passengers are herded onto a lifeboat, only to be thrown 

into the chilly water after the , struck by a 

huge wave, ploughs into the little boat. What follows is a 

story of acts of bravery, as frantic attempts to rescue the 

drowning are made. When the Bussells hear the news of 

a ship that has run aground on the coast near their home, 

Grace doesn’t hesitate and leaps on her horse, riding for 

an hour to get to the sinking ship. There she and Sam, 

the family’s stockman, gallop into the wild surf to save the 

remaining crew and passengers

9780642277435_______ November-11, National Library 
of Australia, 210x190mm, 120pp, HB with jacket, 
AU$29.95
NZ$39.95

Ë|xHSKGOCy277435z
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RETRO
A GUIDE TO THE MID-20TH CENTURY DESIGN REVIVAL

Collectors

We are currently in the midst of a retro revival. This inspiring book 

by serial collector Adrian Franklin swings, twists and hustles 

over vintage vinyl, textured glass and faux leather to explore and 

appreciate our persistent love affair with all things mid-century.

Encompassing design from the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s, 

and including information on influential designs, innovations, 

manufacturers and key designers from the period,  is an 

essential sourcebook to the period, drawing from the collection of 

the Powerhouse Museum, the home of twentieth-century design 

in Australia. Covering furniture, ceramics, glassware, metal wares, 

technology, plastic, jewellery, fashion and textiles,  is certain 

to inspire the contemporary collecting imagination. 

From country cottage pine to fibreglass, semi-abstract to art 

nouveau style, and flowerpower to psychedelia, Adrian Franklin’s 

personalised guide is a melamine treasure chest of mid-twentieth 

century collectables.

9781742232850_______ November-11, NewSouth, 256pp, 
230x180mm, PB, 500 colour illustrations
AU$59.95
NZ$79.95

‘Mid Century Modern, or Retro, has eclipsed in popular 

terms the two other great styles of the 20th century, 

Art Nouveau and Art Deco. Its expanding influence is 

both universal and international. Yet, the supporting 

literature is still largely collector and value based. Retro, 

now a way of life, really needs a sensible, accessible, 

stimulating and wide ranging hand book, a proper 

grown up style guide. This is it.’ 

 — Paul Atterbury, BBC 
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THE CHOICE GUIDE TO FOOD
HOW TO LOOK AFTER YOUR HEALTH,
YOUR BUDGET AND THE PLANET

Did you know that two eggs have less saturated fat than the 

‘unsaturated’ margarine the average person spreads on their toast? 

Or that Australians throw out 7.5 million tonnes of food each year – 

enough for three hearty meals for 13.6 million people?

Food has become complicated. Every time we go shopping we’re 

confronted by an overwhelming amount of choice and information. 

Eggs — yes or no? What’s the latest superfood? How many food 

miles has our shopping trolley clocked up? Are organic foods worth 

the extra money? 

Rosemary Stanton, Australia’s most respected nutritionist, takes 

a critical look at the key foods, drinks and supplements that line 

our supermarket shelves, weighs up the nutritional benefits (or 

concerns) and differing theories and associated environmental 

costs, and provides commonsense advice to help make shopping 

and eating simpler, healthier, cheaper and more sustainable.

9781742232942_______ November-11, CHOICE Books, 240pp, 
235x170mm, PB
AU$29.95
NZ$39.95

Rosemary Stanton is 

the author of 30 books 

on food and nutrition 

and over 3000 articles 

for magazines and 

newspapers. She has 

a particular interest in 

obesity, children’s nutrition 

and public health.

FASCINATING FOOD QUESTIONS

superfood? Should we all be 

consuming goji berries, cranberry juice and 

quinoa? (keenwa) 

Red wine – it’s good for the heart but bad 

because it increases the risk of some cancers

food miles has our shopping trolley 

clocked up? 

organic foods worth the extra money? 
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HANDWRITTEN
TEN CENTURIES OF MANUSCRIPT
TREASURES FROM STAATSBIBLIOTHEK ZU BERLIN

In an era when the practice, indeed the art, of writing by 

hand is fast giving way to the keyboard, it is timely to pause 

and to consider the volume of words penned on paper over 

time. 

traces the lives and thoughts, problems and solutions, 

inspirations and creative endeavours of some of the world’s 

greatest thinkers, innovators and artists.

From a late ninth-century fragment of Virgil’s epic poem 

the  to a beautifully decorated manuscript of Dante 

Alighieri’s , from Galileo’s letter to 

a colleague and former pupil to Florence Nightingale’s 

practical advice for an English politician, this publication 

captures memorable moments spanning the medieval era to 

today. 

9780642277336_______ November-11, National Library of 
Australia, 240pp, 240x305mm, PB 
illustrated

AU$49.95 
NZ$64.95

TEN BUSH BABIES

 

 
 

 

It’s playtime at school and all the young bush animals are 

having fun hiding from Mrs Roo. One by one, they each 

disappear. Can you guess what they get up to? Have fun 

counting animals with this lift-the-flap book from the National 

Library of Australia. Children can also spot which animal is 

missing so the book works as a memory game as well as a 

counting aid. ‘Did you know’ facts are also included on the 

reverse of the flap.

9780642277329 _______ November-11, National 
Library of Australia, 210x190mm, 28pp, PB with flaps
Full colour throughout
AU$17.95
NZ$24.95 Ë|xHSKGOCy277329z
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SEIZURE ISSUE TWO: SCI-FI
 

 is an invigorating new magazine showcasing the 

talents of some of Australia’s best young editors, writers 

and designers. Founded by a band of frustrated creatives 

hell-bent on producing something great while toying with 

new ideas, new styles and new media. Each issue tackles 

a different magazine genre and challenges writers’ and 

readers’ expectations. Our first issue, ‘Food’ went down a 

treat, and our second issue is themed ‘Sci- Fi’.

9781921134104_______ November-11, Seizure, 96pp, PB, 
275x210mm 
illustrated in colour

AU$14.95 
NZ$19.95

THE DARK WET 

 is the first collection of short stories by Jess 

Huon. Rich, lyrical and deeply felt, it explores the struggle 

towards a sense of self and belonging, expressed in three 

sequences of stories: that of Jed Harp, his lover Danny 

Hess, and his poet sister Alexandra; of Bell and Oliver, a 

couple moving between Melbourne and San Francisco; 

and of a young woman confronting religion and sex in a 

Christian community in India.

Drawing on a rich range of settings, from the lush Top End 

of Australia, to the mountains of India, and vibrant urban 

centres,  is a brutally honest portrayal of lives 

grasping at fluidity and transgression, and the possibility of 

redemption and change.

9781920882679_______ November-11, Giramondo 
Publishing, 240pp,  197x134mm, PB

AU$26.95 
NZ$36.95 Ë|xHSLJMAy882679z



THE SINKINGS 
 
‘Curtin disarms the reader in large part 

because of the beauty of the writing’ 

— 

‘… effortless novelistic debut’ — 

9781921401114_______ July-08, 
UWA Publishing, 300pp, PB

AU$24.95 
NZ$33.95
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INHERITED 
 

A dancer in a wheelchair. A collector of corks. One woman 

seduced by a mountain and another by Freddo Frogs. A 

man who hears his dead wife’s voice. A poet whose voice 

has disappeared. A photographer distilling grief in his lens. 

A sound designer stealing the sound of a room. These are 

stories concerned with the gifts and burdens we inherit from 

those we love and from the world at large; and what we, in 

turn, leave behind. Families, relationships, memory, secrets, 

memorialisation, creativity, collecting, ageing and obsession 

all weave themselves through these nineteen short gems.

9781742582931_______ November-11, UWA Publishing, 
204pp, 198x128mm, PB

AU$26.95 
NZ$36.95

Ë|xHSLIRGy944995z

BEHIND THE LINES 
THE YEAR’S BEST CARTOONS 2011 

 is a celebration 

of the best Australian political cartoons and illustrations 

collected by the National Museum of Australia in 2011. 

Relive the major events of the year including the debate 

over carbon tax, the Malaysian solution, and the challenge 

of governing with a hung parliament. Witty, wise and often 

sceptical, the cartoons presented in  are 

always a captivating reflection on the past 12 months of 

Australian politics.

9781876944995_______ November-11, National Museum 
of Australia, 112pp, 170x170mm, PB
AU$19.95
NZ$26.95

illustrated in colour

Ë|xHSLJMBy401114z
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2012 AUSTRALASIAN SKY GUIDE
 

Compact, easy to use and reliable, this popular guide 

contains everything you need to know about the southern 

night sky with monthly star maps, diagrams and details of 

all the year’s exciting celestial events. Wherever you are in 

Australia or New Zealand, easy calculations allow you to 

determine when the Sun, Moon and planets will rise and 

set throughout the year. Also included is information on 

the latest astronomical findings from space probes and 

telescopes around the world.

9781863171373_______ November-11, Powerhouse 
Publishing, 112pp, HB , 210x148mm

AU$16.95 
NZ$24.95 
illustrated

HIGH SPEED TRAINS

This is a comprehensive history of high speed trains 

beginning with Japanese bullet trains of 1960s and 

including the French development of TGVs. The book 

covers not just the trains but the problems and solutions for 

the lines on which they run. It looks at European adoption 

of high speed trains now an accepted alternative to shorter 

distance air travel and covers the early history of fast trains, 

the technical aspects of the fast trains leadingup to and 

including the latest Chinese locomotives.

Peter Clark is a professional mechanical engineer with 

experience in Australian Railways, including specific 

involvement in rail and wheel interaction studies on heavy 

haul railways in Australia. Author of 

 and  – the 

latter a definitive work for the period. He has written many 

articles for railway periodicals. He lives in Canberra

9781921719080_______ November-11, Rosenberg 
Publishing, 192pp,  245x170mm, PB
AU$39.95
NZ$49.95 Ë|xHSLJMBy719080z
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GROWING YOUR OWN HEIRLOOM 
VEGETABLES: BRINGING CO2 DOWN TO 
EARTH 
CLIVE BLAZEY

9780646492766, September-08, 
The Digger’s Club,  HB, 
AUD$34.95 
NZD$47.95 
llustrated in colour

 
THE AUSTRALIAN FRUIT & VEGETABLE 

GARDEN 
CLIVE BLAZEY

9781876473594, September 2007, 
The Digger’s Cub, 144pp, HB, 
285x220mm, 
AUD$39.95 
NZD$54.95 
Illustrated in colour

 
 
ULURU: KATA TJUTA AND WATARRKA 

NATIONAL PARKS 

ANNE KERLE 

9780868400556, UNSW Press, June 1995, 
202pp, PB, 213x137mm

AUD$29.95  
NZD$39.95 

 
THE BRIEFEST ENGLISH GRAMMAR 

EVER! 

RUTH COLMAN 

 

9780868409931, UNSW Press, August 
2005, 76pp, PB , 210x148mm 
AUD$16.95 
NZD$22.95 

Bread and Butter Backlist
GUESS WHO? A LIFT-THE-FLAP BOOK 
ABOUT AUSTRALIAN WILDLIFE 
SUSAN HALL

9780642276582, National Library of 
Australia, May 2007, PB , 210x190mm 
AUD$14.95 
NZD$19.95

AUSTRALIAN BACKYARD ASTRONOMY 

RAGBIR BHATHAL 

9780642276322, National Library of 
Australia, August 2006, PB , 250x200mm 
AUD$24.95 
NZD$29.95

 

GARDENING DOWN UNDER: A GUIDE 
TO HEALTHIER SOILS AND PLANTS 

2ND ED 

KEVIN HANDRECK 

 

9780643066779, CSIRO Publishing, June 
2001, 290pp, PB  
AUD$44.95 
NZD$59.95

THE OUTBACK 
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