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en so virulently

book examines why.
d, social democrat, for that matter) is
. to be brutally honest, the left’s
po- + chances of gaining power are small
on- given the economic and propa-
xi- ganda resources ranged against it;
vils  the real hope is in having a degree
ing of influence on policy and the
res  political agenda. o
-be A leftist critique can ask pertinent
the questions when capitalism in all its
and raucous  vulgarity  appears
am triumphant. The end of history
iave  thesis, as promulgated by Prancis -

. Fukuyama and the odious neocons,
sbal s surely a call to action by all those
toc who worry about the sustainability
, US .- of  unconstrained capitalism,
hen, rampant globalism and accelerating
eral inequality between rich and poor.
lan, But what unites these disparate
orth  critics and malcontents other than

the vague rubric of the left?

Whether socialism is dead
is beside the point. The lack
of a program, which Cohen
derides despite, to all appear-
ances, still retaining his leftist
mindset — albéit tempered by
a healthy intellectual (and
moral) scepticism — is not
confined to the left.

One has only to look at
Iraq and Afghanistan and the
fraying loose ends of
American policy to see there:
is no program there either,
coherent or otherwise. Did
the Americans really expect
democracy, US-style, to
immediately take root in
Baghdad and Kabul and
beyond? :

All we have heard is a

efalleft so  platitudinous wish to bring
4 democracy (undefined) to the
Middle East, but if this were
y the truly the goal of American foreign
agely policy one might have expected
s the some effort to be applied where
USin the US is genuinely influential, in
- asks, the authoritarian regimes in Saudi
make Arabia and Kuwait, for example.
it they Congservatives like John Howard
and even Tony Blair have wedged
byits the lefi, divided as it is between
Viust it what remains of its working-class
as he base and the middle-class radicals.
re the It remains a potentially potent
w Left, coalition but has never been less
o-class  influential, This is the wake-up call.
s diffi-
posited  Norman Abjorensen teaches politics at
uential, the Australian National University.
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BESTSELLERS

An Absolute Scandal Penny Vincenzi, Headline,
$32.95, Lives ruined by financtalunscrupulousness in
the Decade of Greed, (3 weeks onlist) .

The Memory Keeper's Daughter Kim Edwards, Viking,
$29.95, A doctor's haunting choice. (16)

The Tenth Circle Jodi Picouit, Allen & Unwin, $22.95.
Daniel Stone, a man with a hidden past, will stop at
. nothing to protect his daughter. (14)

Tihe Secref Rhonda Byrne, Slmon & Schuster, $34.95.
Understanding the untapped power within you. (D

Spotless Shannon Lush and Jennifer Fleming, ABC,
$19.95. How to'clean up messy emergencies. {(45)

Step on a Crack Michael Ledwidge and James
Patterson, Headfing, $32.95, The US President 1§
taken hostage in New York. (6)

The God Delusion Richard Dawkins, Bantam, $35. An '
evolutionist takes onGod. (9)

The Good Husband of Zebra Drive Afexander McCall
Smith, Polygon, $29.95. Detective Precious
Ramotswe Is having staffing problems. 2)

Speed Cléaning Shannon Lushand Jennifer Fleming,
ABC, 519.95. For those who want a clean house but
can't spare the time. (19) T

ﬁ@ Lady Friday Garth Nix, Allen & Unwin, $15.95. Arthur
¥ Penhaligon is on a Journey through the engine room of
the universe. (1} ‘ ’
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INDEPENDENTS

The God Delusion Richard Dawkins, Bantam, $35.
An evolutionist takes on God. (20 weeks on list}

The Goed Husband of Zebra Drive Alexander McCall
Smith, Palygon, $29.95. Detective Precious
Ramotswe is having staffing problems. 2) '(

The Memory Keeper's Daughter Kim Edwards, Viking,
$29.95. Adoctor's haunting cholce. (16)

The Post-Birthday World Lionel Shriver,
HarperCollins, $32.99. Just one kiss becomes a fork of
the road for an American living in London. (1}

The Infldel Ayaan Hirsi Afl, Free Press, $34.95. An
Islamic woman's escape from persecution. (3)

A Short History of Tractors in Ukrainfan Marina
Lewycka, Penguin, $24.95. When their father plans to
remarry, two sisters decide to end a lifetime feud. (3)

? Red Carpets and Other Banana Skins Rupert Everett,
Abacus, $27.95. A memolr of extraordinary events
- and extraordinary people. (2} .

Penhaligon is on a journey through the engine room of
the universe. (1)

The Secret Rhonda Byrne, Simon & Schuster, $34.95.
Understanding the untapped power within you. (2).

sa @ Salmon Fishing in the Yemen Paul Torday, Weidenfeld
& Nicolson, $32.95. Dr Aifred Jones, a shy, middle-
aged scienfist, is glven an impossible project, (5

All the books listed in the Top 10 Bestselters and Independent book

available from the Herafd's free deflvery service, some at discounted prices. Phone -~

1300 554 523 ot go to smh.com.au/store.
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