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IMPRIMATUR

RITA MONALDI & FRANCESCO SORTI

•  NEW IN PAPERBACK!

• Title will be supported with a full media campaign

• ‘An exuberant and discursive historical novel, crammed with 
fascinating detail.’ The Independent

• Over 4,000 copies sold in hardback

• Banned in Italy!

11 September 1683, Rome. The citizens of the city wait 

anxiously for the outcome of the battle for Vienna as 

Ottoman forces lay siege to the defenders of Catholic 

Europe. Meanwhile, a suspected outbreak of plague causes 

a famous Roman tavern to be placed under quarantine. 

One of its detainees, the mysterious Atto Melani, a spy in 

the service of France, discovers a secret passage leading 

deep into the Roman underworld. A plot to assassinate the 

Pope and plans to use the plague as a weapon of mass 

destruction in the battle between Islam and the West are 

discovered. 

Meticulously researched and brilliantly conceived, Imprimatur 

contains startling revelations that have been concealed 

for centuries, drawing on original papers discovered in the 

Vatican archives. A thriller in the vein of Umberto Eco’s The 

Name of the Rose, this novel sheds new light on the power 

struggles of 17th-century Europe, the repercussions of which 

are still felt today. First published to great controversy in 

Italy in 2002, Imprimatur was boycotted by the Italian press 

and publishing world. Despite this, the novel has gained 

European bestseller status; it has been translated into 20 

languages with editions published in 45 countries. Over 1 

million copies have been sold to date. 

9781846971051_______ May-09, Polygon, 198x129mm, 
608pp, PB, $29.95

Ë|xHSLIOGy971051z
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BACK ON THE BLOCK 
BILL SIMON’S STORY

BILL SIMON, DES MONTGOMERIE, JO TUSCANO

•  From his home on the Block in Sydney’s Redfern, one of the 
most contentious and misunderstood places in Australia, 
Bill Simon tells the truth about life in one of Australia’s most 
terrible juvenile institutions, where thousands of boys were 
warehoused and abused.

•  Media-savvy author who has been interviewed on radio and 
for print and has taped interviews archived in the National 
Library

•  Shows the outcome of institutionalising children and the 
power of the human spirit to overcome disadvantage and give 
their lives over to helping others.

•  Reveals why Kevin Rudd needed to apologise to the Stolen 
Generations

•  Her Excellency Maria Bashir and Rev. Tim Costello will be 
endorsing the book

•  Major launch planned on The Block, Redfern, media coverage 
guaranteed

‘The  fi rst insiders’s view of  Kinchela Aboriginal Boy’s Home, and 
an important insight into the brutality of the NSW government’s 
policy of assimilation.’ Dr Gordon Briscoe

Stolen, beaten, deprived of his liberty and used as child labour, 

Bill Simon’s was not a normal childhood. He was told his 

mother didn’t want him that he was ‘the scum of the earth’ and 

was locked up in the notorious Kinchela Boys’ Home for eight 

years. His experiences there would shape his life forever—Bill 

Simon got angry, something which poisoned his life for the 

next two decades. A life of self abuse and crime finally saw him 

imprisoned. But Bill Simon has turned his life around and in 

Back on The Block, he hopes to help others to do the same. 

These days Bill works on the right side of the bars, helping other 

member of the Stolen Generations find a voice and their place; 

finally putting their pain to rest.

9780855756772_______ May-09, Aboriginal Studies Press, 
230x152mm, 224pp, PB, 
$34.95 Ë|xHSKIPFy756772z

MY DRIVER

MAGGIE GEE

•  A hilarious comedy of cultural errors

•  “One of our most ambitious and challenging novelists.” 

The Sunday Times

•  Originally published by Telegram Books, UK

•  Title will be supported with a national media campaign 

—print, radio and TV

Vanessa Henman, a brittle middle-aged British writer, is 

attending a Pan-African Writers’ Conference in Uganda. 

She decides to pay her former cleaner, Mary Tendo, a 

surprise visit. But Mary, now the Executive Housekeeper 

of the Sheraton Hotel in Kampala, has secretly borrowed 

Vanessa’s ex-husband Trevor, a plumber, and taken him 

to her home village to help build a well. Vanessa decides 

instead to take a trip into Bwindi Impenetrable Forest to 

see the mountain gorillas. But she manages to insult her 

driver so much that he leaves her in the lurch, and as war 

threatens Bwindi from the Congo side of the border, it’s up 

to Trevor and Mary to come to her aid. A hilarious comedy 

of cultural errors. Originally published by Telegram Books, 

UK. 

9781921401374_______ May-09, UWA Press, 
210x135mm, 326pp, PB, $29.95

Ë|xHSLJMBy401374z
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WHY SHE LOVES HIM

WENDY JAMES

• Title will be supported by a national media campaign - print, 
radio, TV

• This is a work of intelligence and talent informed by a 
deeply humane sensitivity...If Wendy James aspires to be 
our national novelist, she is on her way. In equal measures 
intellectual and sensual, Out of the Silence is a brilliantly cut 
literary gem sparkling from every angle. – Sydney Morning 
Herald

 

These are tales of fugitive lives: dazzling portraits of women 

and men on the run; from their present, their past, their 

future – from themselves…

Here, finally, is the complete collection of short fiction from 

award-winning author Wendy James. Holding a discerning 

mirror to seemingly ordinary lives, James captures recurring 

themes of love, betrayal, passion and guilt to show just how 

vulnerable and intricate the human heart really is. Whether 

narrating from the living room of a contemporary marriage, 

from the wheel of a desperate getaway car, or while 

composing an elaborate diversion in 18th century Salzburg, 

James has the rare ability to wryly comment on humankind 

with unnerving clarity and precision.

9781921401190, ____ May-09, UWA Press, 240pp, 198 x 
129mm, PB, $24.95 Ë|xHSLJMBy401190z

PICTURING AUSTRALIA

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA

•  Beautifully Illustrated in full colour throughout

A stimulating collection of visual imagery, Picturing 

Australia is a volume of stories: of adventure, near 

tragedy and deliverance, of success, failure and ultimate 

triumph, that are a testament to the changing face of this 

ancient land and the people who inhabit it. The selection 

of images from the National Library’s Pictures Collection 

contained in this volume (watercolours, oils and 

lithographs) chronicles Australia’s history and society; the 

stories of the people, places and events. Each picture is 

accompanied by a story, either of the subject, the artist 

or, even, the remarkable circumstances surrounding the 

Library’s acquisition of parts of its collection. 

9780642276667_______ May-09, National Library of 
Australia, 184x184mm, 88pp, PB, $24.95

Ë|xHSKGOCy276667z
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WHO’S THAT JUMBUN IN THE LOG?

NARELLE MCROBBIE, ILLUSTRATED BY GRACE 
FIELDING

•  A story of identity and belonging

•  Features an iconic Australian insect

•  Beautiful artwork makes this an art book to treasure

•  Illustrations by Crichton Award winning artist, Grace 
Fielding

Who’s that Jumbun in the Log? is the delightful tale of a 

house-proud, home-loving witchetty grub called Jumbie. 

The word ‘jumbun’ is the name commonly used by the 

Yidinji people of Far North Queensland for the witchetty 

grub. Jumbie loves her comfortable, clean log in the 

rainforest. Unlike her best friend, Bungy, she prefers to 

stay close to home, but when forest intruders force her 

out, Jumbie has to learn a thing or two about what it really 

means to be a jumbun.

9781921248054_______ May-09, Magabala Books, 
205x245mm, 32pp, PB, $22.95

IN THE WAKE OF THE BEAGLE
SCIENCE IN THE SOUTHERN OCEANS FROM THE AGE 
OF DARWIN

IAIN MCCALMAN, NIGEL ERSKINE (eds.)

•  Publication coincides with the bicentenary of Charles Darwin’s 
birth, the 150th anniversary of publication of his famous 
evolutionary theory On the Origin of Species and a major 
exhibition at the Australian National  Maritime Museum, Charles 
Darwin: Voyages and Ideas that Shook the World (March-
August 2009)

•  This highly illustrated and beautifully designed full-colour 
book explores the vital contribution made by Australasia 
and the Pacifi c to Darwin’s thinking, the importance of his 
contemporaries Hooker, Huxley and Wallace, and how their 
work continues on new scientifi c frontiers

Strange as it may seem, the long wake of the tiny HMS Beagle 

stretches from the nineteenth century into the future of our 

globe. Charles Darwin spent only three months in Australia, 

but Australasia and the Pacific contributed to his evolutionary 

thinking in a variety of ways. One hundred and fifty years after 

the publication of On the Origin of Species the internationally 

acclaimed authors of In the Wake of the Beagle provide new 

insights into the world of collecting, surveying and cross-cultural 

exchange in the antipodes in the age of Darwin. They explore the 

groundbreaking work of Darwin and his contemporaries Joseph 

Hooker, Thomas Huxley and Alfred Wallace, examine the complex 

trading relationships of the region’s daring voyagers, and take 

a very modern look at today’s cutting-edge scientific research, 

at a time when global warming has raised the stakes to an 

unprecedented level. 

9781921410949_______ May-09, UNSW Press, 230x250mm, 
192pp, PB, 140 illustrations in colour and black & white, 
$49.95 Ë|xHSLJMBy410949z
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BIP THE SNAPPING KANGAROO

NARELLE MCROBBIE, ILLUSTRATED BY GRACE 

FIELDING

•  Addresses the importance of friendship, communication 
and cooperation

•  Beautiful artwork featuring Australian creatures, in 
traditional dot style

•  Illustrations by Crichton Award winning artist, Grace 
Fielding

Back by popular demand, this exciting new edition of Bip the 

Snapping Bungaroo is set to captivate a new generation of 

young readers. The word ‘bungaroo’ is the name commonly 

used by the Nadjan and Djirubal people of Far North 

Queensland for turtle. Bip is renowned for his very loud SNAP! 

When he wakes up one day to find his Snap is missing, the 

adventures begin to unravel the mystery of where it has gone. 

This special Australian story highlights the importance of 

friendship, communication and teamwork.

9781921248078_______ May-09, Magabala Books, 
210x280mm, 36pp, PB, $22.95 Ë|xHSLJMBy248078z

PUNK ROCK FUN TIME ACTIVITY BOOK

AYE JAY

•  An ideal gift book for any adult fan of punk music with a 
sense of humor

•  A must-have for the music lover in your (dysfunctional) 
family!

•  Aye Jay has a huge fan base and his books are enormously 
popular with reviewers and readers

•  There’s nothing else like it!

Fasten your safety pins and spike your mohawks for another 

round of pop culture activity fun! Aye Jay, creator of the Heavy 

Metal Fun Time Activity Book (ECW 2007), takes on punk with 

mosh-worthy results. This activity book will challenge kids and 

adults alike with word searches and drawing games, or just 

sharpen your crayons and colour legends of punk’s past and 

present! Help Siouxsie Sioux apply her makeup. Draw Henry 

Rollins’ tattoos. Colour in the members of Green Day. Part 

history lesson and part activity time, the Punk Rock Fun Time 

Activity Book will be more fun than a night at CBGBs. 

9781550228724_______ May-09, ECW Press, 48pp, PB, 
$14.95

Ë|xHSLFPAy228724z
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AN AMERICAN STORY
THE SPEECHES OF BARACK OBAMA

DAVID OLIVE

•  Updated edition includes President Obama’s election night 
victory speech and the inaugural address

•  The chronology has been expanded to include a brief 
section on Obama’s presidential victory

•  Featured in The Washington Post’s round-up of Obama 
books, “Obama + Books = Good Reading”

 “With truly inspirational speeches and the back story for all 
of them, An American Story is a feelgood read . . . [that] 
stays just as interesting as the actual campaign was or 
even more so.” –Sacramento Book Review

Barack Obama, junior senator from Illinois, first captured 

America’s attention with his keynote address to the 

Democratic National Convention in 2004. President Obama’s 

superb and captivating oratory style has earned him 

comparisons to John F. Kennedy and even Martin Luther 

King – and on the campaign trail Obama has achieved near 

rock-star status. Obama speaks on themes of race, identity, 

community, and above all, his hoped-for vision of a New 

America. His legions of supporters gravitate towards his 

unblemished idealism. Still, as David Olive writes, “even the 

most ardent supporters of Barack Obama ... might wonder at 

times if the mesmerizing orator is more style than substance.” 

Here, interspersed with the entire text of Obama’s key 

speeches, Olive explores the controversies: Obama shedding 

his American flag lapel pin, Reverend Wright, his antiwar 

stance, his strong Christian faith, and his often racially charged 

remarks – and the victories: passage for more than 280 bills 

in his last two years in the Illinois state senate, his actions 

towards social justice, and his remarkable rise from underdog 

to President of the United States. 

9781550228649_______ April-09, ECW Press, 400pp, PB, 
$24.95

Ë|xHSLFPAy228649z

METALLICA
THE CLUB DAYZ 1982-1984

BILL HALE

•  This is the only visual documentary of Metallica from this 
time, and one of the few photo books of Metallica in print 
on the market

•  Metallica is going strong! The new album launches this 
September and the band is bound for the Rock ‘n Roll Hall 
of Fame

•  Captures the essence of Metallica on its way to 
superstardom from the lens of an insider

Metallica: The Club Dayz is a collection of photographs of the 

now legendary rock band Metallica, between 1982 and 1984. 

This book contains rare and exclusive photographs from six 

of the band’s earliest performances including their first shows 

in San Francisco at The Stone and The Old Waldorf which 

featured the original lineup with Dave Mustaine (guitar) and 

Ron McGovney (bass), Cliff Burton’s introductory gig with 

the band at The Stone, the last Metallica show with Dave 

Mustaine, and Kirk Hammett’s Metallica debut. 

9781550228762_______ May-09, ECW Press, 140pp, PB, 
$34.95

Ë|xHSLFPAy228762z
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