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Qut ol South Africa . .. ehlldren In Bhamhayl.

GMETIMES the trips not taken
are better than those that ene
actually takes. Do vou nol
agree?” Thus Alexander McCall
Smith, speaking thraugh onc of
his characters. McCall Smith himself has
Treen one of a matitude of novelists whe hive
illuntinated the world fer mc without my
cven having to leave home.

With passionate partiality, insight and
humour. hic s instructed ne in the man-
ners and mores of Bolswana, on 1he one hand
through The Number 1 Ladies' Delective
Agency  and of Tdinburgh on the other,
through prim, nosy Isabel Dalhonsie's Sun-
day Philosophy Club and the marvellously
mixed tenants of 44 Scotland St.

One of the greatest compliments we can
may anavelist is to congratulate thein on their
sease of place, an the way in which they have
managed 10 build uwp the experience of a
Jocality so that the reader takes it away with
them, assembling an array of images, an
angle of light, an atmesphere thal continucs
16 come into the mind when that tocality is
mantioned o that particular book remem.
bered. It is somelhing, T guess, that travel
writers hape 1¢ achieve, For me, it comes far
mare powerfully from novels.

1t started in childhaod. My wost cnduring
images of the English camntaysitle come from
The Wind in the Willowes. and my best-leved
place i North America, thanks to carly
exposure ta Anne of Green Gelles. is Prince
Edward Istand, althaugh my desire to see it
for myself is so far nafulfilled.

Australian places come a little later. A slim
boek by Dymphna Cusack and Florence
Janics called Four Winds and a Family was
immediately memorable as a rare picture of
iy own ltolidays in 4 <ottage in the Bluc

Armchair traveller KATHARINE ENGLAND has ventured
far from home to the places conjured in works of fiction.

Moumtains, right down to the torvifying, gum-
Ical-fed chip heater ever the bath.

Nan Chauncy's novels - Tangara lias just
been re-released as a UQP Chitdren's Classic
~ introdiked me to the. Tasntanian wilder-
ness: a damp, green impression of tvee ferns
and tangled rainforest foliage that kasted iny
alulthoed, to bhe reinforced by Richard
Flanagan {(parbicnlacly in Death of ¢ River
Guide ) and Julia Leigh (The hiniter ). Eeigh
adlds_buiton grass and snow pwmns, a pine-
vimmed lake and the last Tasmantan tiger:
Flanagan myrtles and flowering
leatherwoods, Tluan pine loggers and the
tumulivous werld of the Franklio River.

The rainfovest of Far North Queensland,
an the other hand. comes cewrtesy of Janetie
Turner Ilospital, decked out in staghorn ferns
and cobalt-coloured quandong berries, tree
archids that feslcen the stilts of a tropical
Tanse Jike Bunting, and wet-scason down-
pours that make it scem as if you're hving
in a grotte behind a cascade. Sugar cane
colonises ihe playground in the growing
seison, and nsts the aiv with nnlasses at
crushing time so 1hat 1le local children “lick
sugared air from their lips” (Orphous Losi ).

Central Australia has been painled for e
guite recently by Meme McDonald {Love Like
Water y and Ja Dutton {Guf af Place } in terms
of heat, desert, distance and the dry Todd
River with s Aboriginal flotsam cameped in
the warm sand. The vast emptiness of the
Nullarhor was braught 1o life 1through the
cyes of a railway fettler - his gaug's tiny
preseode in that inkmensity imenorably de-
scribed as a couple of untidy scratchings on
a thin straight line - in an mnsual 1986 novel
called The Cenberign, by Rupert Parsons,

while the alicn landscape of the. West Aust-
ralian desert from Perth to Kalgoorlic has
heen brifliantly realised in The Drowner,
Robert Drewe's haunking homage to the greai
water cngineer CX. O'Connor.

Thewe's main cliavacters are a younyg
couple newly, joytully in love. and e conveys
them to their fuinre in the desert by way of
an Africa centrarily replete with water and
water imagery, Tle guotes Philip Larkin
among his watery epigraphs If T were called
in/ to canstiret a veligion / I woildd make ise
of weler , .. and sets a whole water synphony
against the dryness that is to come, inveking
the ancient irrigation teraces of Inyanga,
I svingstone's great Victoriaz Falls, plunging
“in a thick wnbroken Heece iato the deep
fissure™, swaler vapomr glinsmering in lanar
rainhows, and the comforting, habitwal patter
and gurgle of streams eeproduced with the
thombs on Jittle holtosv-hoxed water pianos.

My first glimpse of Alrica was hormn in the
achingly beautifat prasc and heart-breaking
circurmsiances of Alan Paton’s Cry. the
Beloved Corntry, reqd first at school and
many times subscquently and never withont
d lamy in the Yhoat: There is a fovely rond
that ruins frow Beapo ivto the kills. These hills
are grass-oovered and rolling. and they are
Tovely beyond any singing of it. The road climbs
seven miles info them, to Carisbreoke: und
from there. if theve is o mysl, woir look doten
upan one of the faivest vafleys in Africa.

Amore recent but no less disturbing picsuie
- ofien weighted with allegory - can be found
in the South African nevels of John Coctzee.

Tast Pakistan, now Bangladesh — its sights.
somnds, wealher and sinclls - has a place in
my personak geography thanks solely to WA
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Thls Wee‘( s selectlnns From Argentina on horsehack, 1o Bel|ing's avant- garde art scene, {ke racelracks of country Australia and a safari

0On a Hoof and a Prayer

Memolr *
Poliy Evans, Random Houss $24.95

What starts cut with the promise of a
higl-spirited romp  through  Argenting
furns iato a laborious stiol in the saddle.
At 34, Polly Evans ventures to the land of
gauchos 1o learn hiow to ride a horse. She
overcomes initial fears and sore bones to
Trecome quite the cowgirl but you don't feel
the highs and laws of lier trots or the
fregdom of lier canters. Mostly her book
is a detailed history lesson and a diarised
account of where she goes, what it togks
like aad who she mects aleng the way.
Unfortunately, not much is brought to lifc
despite overdene, flowery descriptions.
There are many references to the ordinary
evenls that may have touched Poily's heart
at the time but that add little colour or
character for veaders. Much time is spent
lamenting the fact that she can’t find any
hoerses to ride.
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Unforgettahle Islands to
Escape to Before You Die
Travel b.3.8 ¢
Stave Davey and Mare Schilossman,

Random Housa $49.85

IF you have ever dreamed of escaping
frem reality o an exolic isfand {aned who
hasi't?), this is the ook ta get yownr lands
on. The latest in the successful Unforged-
table scries, is a collection of 40 islands
from araund the world, supparted by some
hrcathtaking pictures. Some of the more
umique islands include Mount Descrt
Islend in Maine in the U.S., Scotra in
Yemen and landniark Mont Saine-Michel
in Prance. The boek detfails the histery of
the French tidal istand, which loomas over
the Normandy covntryside and is domi-
nated by a steepled clanch and a Benedic-
tiue abbey. Higleprofije political prisoners
weore kept here during the French Reval-
wtion, but teday you witl be move likely
to finé the alleyways full of tourists.
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Meetings with Remarkable
Muslims

Travel % %ok ok
Edited by Rose Baring and
Barmnaby Rogersen, Eland $30.95

The starting poiit for this mtriguing
collection of travel wiiling was the protest
marches in London against the imvasion
of Irag. Appalled at the “half-truths and
manufactured fears” used to justify he
war, and media inkages of fanatical Tsham,
Ragerson and Baring felt compelled ta
“offer a breader, trucr pichure”. Despite
the antiswar sentiment that was the im-
petus for the project, there is no political
agenda evident i the pieces themselves.
Nor are the subjects palitical. Rather than
legders, preachers and revolutionarics, we
meet ardinary peaple who are extraondine
my for the impact they had on the writers.
They offer memerable insights into the
world of the millions of Muslims who da
their best 1o lead normal lives in tronbled
times,
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Ghina Travel Set

Trave! guides * %k kK
LUKE Asla Lid $37.05

Sassy, siylish and ~ best of all —~ smatl,
the TUXE guites are available singly or as
boxed sets Jike this one. Each city is
covered in a concertina of 10 pocket-size,
cardboard pzges crammed on both sides
with small-print tips that distit] the best
— on, so the publishers promise - of the
2] mostly Asion cities they cover. Like the
Wallpaper guides, these ane not aimed at
budget tesveblers - “people who wear their
luggage™. While the attractions are necess-
arily urban, it's wot all hiotels, bars aml
vestaurants. The Tlong Kong guide, for
example, netes tlat inore than 40 per cent
of the city is protected parkland, and lists
guided walking and kayaking tours, even
pitaic caterers — 1o help you enjay it. There @
ave detailed guided shopping towrs — even
names of whe o ask for when yan get to
that special shop.
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